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Holy Land Trip of 2011  

Israel & Jordan 
By Rev. John Hoole 

 

 

Introduction 
 

The term Holy Land en-
compasses the places in 
the Middle East that are 
mentioned in the Old and 
New Testaments. It 
includes: 
 
Å  Israel (which hold 
most of the sites sacred 
to Jews and Christians) 
Å Western Jordan 
(where Moses glimpsed 
the Promised Land and 
Christ was baptized). 
Å  The Sinai Peninsula 
in Egypt (where Moses 
and the Israelites 
wandered for 40 years)   
Å        Southern Syria 
(where Elijah took refuge 
and the apostle Paul 
was converted) 

 
Central to the Holy Land is 
Israel.  The nation of Israel 
is on the eastern edge of 
the Mediterranean Sea.  It 
is a parliamentary demo-
cracy and the worldôs only Jewish state, and it occupies just a tiny proportion of the 
globe. It is the size of New Jersey and is the land described by God in Exodus 3:8 as 
ñflowing with milk and honeyò 
 
If you were to look down on Israel from space, you come to realize just how small it 
is.  Israel stretches only 263 miles from north to south, and its width ranges from 71 
miles at its widest point to only 9 miles at its narrowest point.  To the northeast, Israel 
faces a 47-mile border with Syria.  To the north and northwest, a 49-mile border with 
Lebanon.  To the east, Israel has a 247-mile border with Jordan.  And to the 
southwest, Israel has a 130 miles border with Egypt. 
 

 

http://www.seetheholyland.net/glossary/#old testament
http://www.seetheholyland.net/glossary/#new testament
http://www.seetheholyland.net/glossary/#moses
http://www.seetheholyland.net/glossary/#Canaan
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The name "Israel" is rooted in the Hebrew Bible, the Tanakh, where Jacob is 
renamed Israel after a wrestling match with an angel of the Lord.  "Israel" means "He 
who wrestled (or struggled) with God." 
 
Israel is divided into three main regions lengthwise: the coastal plain, the mountain 
region, and the Jordan Valley Rift. 
 
Coastal plain 
The country's western strip, stretching from Rosh Ha-Nikra in the north to the Sinai 
Peninsula in the south. The plain is 3-4 miles wide in the north, expanding as it 
moves southward to about 33 miles. 
 
The soil in the coastal plain is fertile; there are several water sources, and the region 
includes the countryôs major transportation arteries. The coastal plain is densely 
populated with most of Israel's major cities, including Tel Aviv and Haifa.  
 
The plain is divided from north to south into the Galilee Plain, the Acre Plain, the 
Carmel Plain, the Sharon Plain, the Mediterranean Coastal Plain, and the Southern 
Coastal Plain. East of the coastal plain are the lowlands (called the Shephelah)  ï 
moderate hills that create a transitional region between the coast and the mountains. 
 
Mountain region  
The mountainous region stretches from Lebanon in the north to Eilat Bay in the 
south, between the coastal plain and the Jordan Valley Rift.  
 
Most of the less densely populated mountainous region is stone or rocky ground. The 
climate in the northern mountainous regions is Mediterranean and rainy, while the 
southern sections are a desert. The key stretches of the mountainous region are 
the Galilee in the north, the Carmel, the hills of Samaria, the Judean hills, and 
the Negev highlands.  
 
The contiguity of the mountainous region is interrupted at two points by major valleys 
ï the Yizre'el (Jezre'el) Valley separating the Galilee mountains from the hills of 
Samaria, and the Be'er Sheva-Arad Rift separating the Judean hills from the Negev 
highlands. The eastern slopes of the Samarian hills and Judean hills are the 
Samarian and Judean deserts. 
 
Jordan Valley Rift   
The rift extends the entire length of Israel from the northern town of Metula to the Red 
Sea in the south.  
 
The rift was caused by seismic activity, and is part of the Afro-Syrian rift which 
extends from the Syrian-Turkish border to the Zambezi River in Africa. Israel's largest 
river, the Jordan, flows through the Jordan Valley and includes Israel's two lakes: the 
Kinneret (Sea of Galilee), the largest body of fresh water in Israel, and the salt water 
Dead Sea, the lowest point on earth. The Jordan Valley is divided from north to south 
into the Hula Valley, the Kinneret Valley, the Jordan Valley, the Dead Sea Valley and 
the Arava. 
 

http://www.tourism.gov.il/Tourism_Eng/Items/ItemDetails.htm?type=25&id=6408
http://www.goisrael.com/Tourism_Eng/Tourist+Information/Discover+Israel/Geographic+Regions/The+coastal+plain.htm
http://www.goisrael.com/Tourism_Eng/Tourist+Information/Discover+Israel/Cities/Tel+Aviv-Yafo.htm
http://www.goisrael.com/Tourism_Eng/Tourist+Information/Discover+Israel/Cities/Haifa.htm
http://www.goisrael.com/Tourism_Eng/Tourist+Information/Discover+Israel/Cities/Eilat.htm
http://www.goisrael.com/Tourism_Eng/Tourist+Information/Discover+Israel/Geographic+Regions/The+Galilee.htm
http://www.goisrael.com/Tourism_Eng/Tourist+Information/Discover+Israel/Geographic+Regions/Mount+Carmel.htm
http://www.goisrael.com/Tourism_Eng/Tourist+Information/Discover+Israel/Geographic+Regions/The+Negev+Desert.htm
http://www.goisrael.com/Tourism_Eng/Tourist+Information/Discover+Israel/Cities/Be’er+Sheva.htm
http://www.goisrael.com/Tourism_Eng/Tourist+Information/Discover+Israel/Cities/Metula.htm
http://www.goisrael.com/Tourism_Eng/Tourist+Information/Discover+Israel/Geographic+Regions/Lake+Kineret+%28Sea+of+Galilee%29.htm
http://www.goisrael.com/Tourism_Eng/Tourist+Information/Discover+Israel/Geographic+Regions/The+Hula+Valley.htm
http://www.goisrael.com/Tourism_Eng/Tourist+Information/Discover+Israel/Geographic+Regions/The+Hula+Valley.htm
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Golan Heights  
The hilly Golan region is east of the Jordan River. The Israeli Golan Heights are the 
end of a large basalt plain, mostly located in Syria. North of the Golan Heights is Mt. 
Hermon, Israel's highest peak at 2,224 meters above sea level. 
 
Facts And Figures 
¶ Population: 7,233,700  
¶ Area: 8,522 sq. mi., about the size of New Jersey  
¶ Capital: Jerusalem  
¶ Official Languages: Hebrew, Arabic  
¶ Prime Minister: Binjamin Netanyahu  
¶ People: Jews (76.4%), Muslims (16.1%), Christians (3.4%) Druze (2.0%)   
¶ Currency: New Israeli Shekel (NIS) 
¶ Type of economy: Free market capitalist, Western-style economy 
¶ Health of economy: has remained relatively healthy despite the global 

slowdown, but the long-term outlook is heavily dependent on developments in 
the conflict with the Palestinians and other Arab neighbors.  

¶ Main exports: cut diamonds, chemicals, agricultural products  
¶ People (Religion): Jews (76.4%), Muslims (16.1%), Christians (3.4%) Druze 

(2.0%) Undeclared (2,1%) 
Å    Type of government: parliamentary democracy 

 
Jerusalem (Yerushalayim in Hebrew 
and al-Quds in Arabic) has nearly 
700,000 inhabitants (2010 est.). Tel 
Aviv has a population of 380,000 and 
is the business and cultural center of 
Israel.  Haifa (Hefa) is the largest city 
in the north with some 265,000 
inhabitants. Of the total population, 
91 percent are defined as urban, that 
is resident in localities with more than 
2,000 inhabitants. Of the Jewish 
population, 40 percent were born 
abroad, mostly European, Russian or 
American-born (1.2 million citizens), and 60 percent (2.8 million citizens) were Israeli-
born Jews. The 24 percent of non-Jewish Israeli citizens are mostly of Arab origin.  
 
There are 2 main Jewish communities, the Ashkenazim and the Sephardim. The 
former are the Jews from Eastern, Central, and Northern Europe, while the latter 
originate from the Balkan countries, North Africa, and the Middle East.  
 
Hebrew is the official language and Arabic is officially used for the Arab minority. 
English is the most commonly used foreign language. Ultra-orthodox Jews, who 
refuse to converse in the holy language of Hebrew, and elder Eastern European 
immigrants speak Yiddish. Due to the diversity of the immigrant population, most 
Israelis are multilingual.  
 

 

http://www.goisrael.com/Tourism_Eng/Tourist+Information/Discover+Israel/Geographic+Regions/The+Golan+Heights.htm
http://www.tourism.gov.il/Tourism_Eng/Items/ItemDetails.htm?type=25&id=6033
http://www.tourism.gov.il/Tourism_Eng/Items/ItemDetails.htm?type=25&id=6033
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.monde-du-voyage.com/israel/voyage-israel-3.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.monde-du-voyage.com/israel/photos.php&usg=__M50eda7d8bC7TrqI8LjVd3ms34M=&h=426&w=640&sz=218&hl=en&start=158&zoom=1&tbnid=uUqPD-Im2LEN0M:&tbnh=127&tbnw=181&ei=RGRHTZrFOZL4swOA7IHuAQ&prev=/images?q=israel&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&rlz=1W1SKPB_en&biw=1453&bih=894&tbs=isch:1&um=1&itbs=1&iact=hc&vpx=671&vpy=445&dur=4072&hovh=183&hovw=275&tx=136&ty=85&oei=AWRHTcvIG460sAP2oqHzAQ&esq=5&page=5&ndsp=37&ved=1t:429,r:19,s:158
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After the Diaspora (the dispersion of Jews from their homeland, beginning AD 70) for 
nearly 2000 years, aliyas or waves of immigration started bringing Jews to what had 
once been Israel in the last decades of the 19th century, driven by the idea of 
establishing a Jewish national homestead in their biblical land. From the early 1920s, 
the Jewish population in Palestine increased more than sevenfold, from only 80,000 
to 600,000 in 1948, when the State of Israel was declared. In the first 20 years of the 
state's existence, between 1948 and 1972, the country's population quadrupled.  
 

Interesting F acts about Israel  

 
Let me share with you some facts about Israel today.  From dozens of interesting 
things about Israel, I have chosen 15 to share with you. 
 
1. Israelôs $100 Billion economy is larger than all of its immediate neighbors 
combined. 
 
2. Israel has the highest ratio of university degrees to the population in the world. 
 
3. According to industry officials, Israel designed the airline industryôs most 

impenetrable flight security.  U.S. officials now look to Israel for advice on how to 
handle airborne security threats. 

 
4. More than 85% of Israelôs solid waste is treated in an environmentally sound 
manner. 
 
5. With more than 3,000 high-tech companies and start-ups, Israel has the highest 

concentration of high-tech companies in the world ï apart from Silicon Valley in 
California. 

 
6. Israel leads the world in the number of scientists and engineers per capita than 

any other country ï with 145 per 10,000, compared to 85 in the U.S, over 70 in 
Japan and less than 60 in Germany. 

 
7. The cell phone was developed in Israel by Motorola, which has its largest 
development center in Israel. 
 
8. Voice mail technology was developed in Israel. 
 
9. Both Microsoft and Cisco built their only Research and Development center 
outside the US in Israel. 
 
10. A team of Israeli and US researchers has designed a watermelon picking robot 

endowed with artificial vision to do the job of harvesting. 
 
11. Israelôs Given Imaging developed the first ingestible video camera, so small it fits 

inside a pill.  Over 65,000 patients have swallowed the M2A capsule, which 
allows doctors to take pictures and diagnose the inside of the colon for cancer 
and other digestive disorders. 
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12. Israel was the first nation in the world to adopt the Kimberly process, an 
international standard that certifies diamonds as ñconflict free.ò 

 
13. The first PC antivirus software was developed in Israel in 1979. 
 
14. Israeli scientists are developing a nose drop that will provide a five-year flu 
vaccine. 
 
15. Israel has the highest percentage in the world of home computers per capita. 
 
 

Day 3 - Sunday , March 20  

 

 

Mount of Olives 

Google-Earth coordinates:  31Ü46ô39òN,  35Ü14ô37òE 
 
 
The Mount of Olives rises to the east of Jerusalem, across the Kidron Valley from the 
Temple Mount.  Its name came from the olive trees that once grew on its hillside from 
ancient times.  According to Jewish tradition, the Messiah will appear here and bring 
the dead back to life. Therefore, the hillside became the most holiest cemetery, and 
the hillside is covered by thousands of grave stones.  From the Mount, you will get a 
stunning view of the Old City of Jerusalem, the Kidron Valley, and the Temple Mount. 
 
The Mount of Olives is actually a short mountain range, about two miles long from 
north to south.  There are four peaks, with Mount Scopus as the most northerly and 
the Hill of Corruptions (2 Kings 23:13-14) at the south end. 
 

 

http://earth.google.com/
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King David fled over the Mount of Olives to escape from Absalom's rebellion (2 
Samuel 15:30). After King Solomon became corrupt, he built pagan "high places" 
there (1 Kings 11:7). Later, King Josiah destroyed Solomon's idolatrous altars.  
Ezekiel had his vision of The Lord and the flying cherubim above it (Ezekiel 11:22-
23). The people gathered olive branches there for the first Feast of Tabernacles after 
their return from The Babylonian Exile (Nehemiah 8:15). 
 
Jesus regularly went up onto the Mount of Olives (Luke 22:39). He often traveled 
over it on His way to Bethany to visit His friend Lazarus. His famous Olivet prophecy 
is named after it (Matthew 24:1-51). The Triumphal Entry of Jesus riding on a Donkey 
and her colt into Jerusalem took place over and down the Mount of Olives (Luke 
19:28-44). Jesus prayed with His disciples there just before His arrest That Fateful 
Night (Luke 22:39-46). Jesus was arrested there, during which Peter struck the 
servant of the high priest with a sword and cut off his ear (Luke 22:49-51). Jesus 
appeared to the disciples on the Mount of Olives after His Resurrection, and He 
ascended into heaven from there (Acts 1:1-12). 
 
According to Acts 1, Jesus left the earth, returning to His Father, from the Mount of 
Olives.  When He returns to earth, we are told that He will return to the Mount of 
Olives (Zechariah 14:3-4), resulting in an earthquake with half the mountain moving 
north and half to the south. 
 
 

Dominus Flevit (Day 3) 

Google-Earth coordinates:  31Ü46ô40.09òN,  35Ü14ô29.48òE 
 

The name of this place means, "The 
Lord Wept." 
 
On the descent from the Mount of Olives 
towards Jerusalem stands a Franciscan 
church of unique architectural form; its 
dome is shaped like a tear. 
 
As Jesus made his way from Bethany to 
Jerusalem in what some today call the 
"Triumphal Entrance" of Jesus, we are 
told that as He descended from the Mount 
of Olives, He wept over Jerusalem (Luke 19:41). 
 
While the Dominus Flevit church was being built, workers unearthed the remains of a 
church, built in Byzantine style, from the seventh century A.D.  And next to the church 
a large ancient cemetery was uncovered.  Some of the tombs were from the Second 
Temple period.  Impressive carved sarcophagi (stone coffins), ossuaries (stone 
boxes used to store human bones) and pottery were found.  The front of the building 
faces directly the Temple Mount across the Kidron Valley. 
 

 

http://www.keyway.ca/htm2002/davidgol.htm
http://www.keyway.ca/htm2002/taberncl.htm
http://www.keyway.ca/htm2002/whybab.htm
http://www.keyway.ca/htm2002/bethany.htm
http://www.keyway.ca/htm2002/lazarus.htm
http://www.keyway.ca/htm2002/donkey.htm
http://www.keyway.ca/htm2002/fatenite.htm
http://www.keyway.ca/htm2002/fatenite.htm
http://www.keyway.ca/htm2002/peter.htm
http://earth.google.com/
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Previous tour - a time of prayer at Gethsemane 

 

Garden of Gethsemane (Day 3) 

Google-Earth coordinates:  31Ü46ô46.00òN,  35Ü14ô23.48òE 
 
Gethsemane comes from the 
Hebrew ñGat Shemanim.ò  In 
Aramaic, it is ñGath-Sman®.ò  It 
literally means, ñOil Pressò and 
always has Olive oil in mind.  
Although we call it a garden, it really 
was an olive orchard, as it is to this 
day.  Some of the olive trees you 
will see here are so old, they may 
have been mere saplings when 
Christ was here.  If not, some will 
date back to within a few hundred 
years of Christ. 
 
A few days after the above 
Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem, following their observance of the Last Supper, Christ 
and His 11 disciples walk to the Gethsemane, located at the base of the Mount of 
Olives.  Jesus wants to pray.   
 
It was in this garden that the greatest battle by a single person was ever fought.  We 
are told that before He begins to pray, He was ñdeeply distressedò  (Matthew 26:37).  
Mark records that He was ñtroubled and deeply distressedò  (Mark 14:33).  Luke 
records that He was in agony and his sweat became like drops of blood (Lk. 22:44).  
The writer of Hebrews refers to his ñloud cries and 
tears.ò  But, in the end He accepted the Fatherôs 
will.  "Not as I will, but as You will.ò  (Matthew 
26:39). 
 

 

Caiaphas' House (Day 3) 

Google-Earth coordinates:  31Ü46ô14.59òN,  
35º13ô55.66òE 
 
After Judas betrays Jesus with a kiss at the 
Garden of Gethsemane, the Scriptures tell us He is 
taken to the house of Caiaphas, the High Priest 
(Matthew 26:57.  At this house you will see stone 
steps leading up the slope of Mount Zion which 
date to the first century.  You will actually walk on 
steps that most likely Jesus walked up as He was 
taken from the Garden of Gethsemane to the 
house of Caiaphas.  Beneath the house that 

 
Steps dated to the 1st century 

Caiaphas' House 

http://earth.google.com/
http://earth.google.com/
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currently sits on this place you will descend steps into a dungeon where Jesus quite 
possibly spent the night before His crucifixion.  But back then, there were no steps, 
only a hole in the top of the stone dungeon large enough for one person to be 
lowered. 
 
Next to the house is a church called the Gallicantu, which means "the crowing of the 
cock."  During the interrogation of Christ inside the house of Caiaphas, in the 
courtyard is where Peter denied Christ three times. 
 

 

Upper Room (Day 3) 

Google-Earth coordinates:  31Ü46ô17.60òN,  35Ü13ô45.00òE 
 
It is a short walk from the house of Caiaphas to the place of the Upper Room - also 
on Mt. Zion.  It is here that Christ and His disciples observed the Last Supper.  If is 
from here that Judas goes to make a deal with the religious leaders to betray Christ.  
It is here that Jesus institutes one of the ordinances of the Church. 
 
We are told in Mark 14:26 that Jesus and the disciples sing a song before leaving this 
room to go to the Garden of Gethsemane. 
 
In Latin, the place is called, the Coenaculum.  That word begins with ñCoena,ò 
which means ñDinner.ò  In 1st century Jerusalem, in the upper Jerusalem homes ï 
homes of the wealthy, the dining rooms were generally on the upper floor. 
 
It is quite probable that this Upper Room is the same as that mentioned in Acts 1 & 2 
on the Day of Pentecost, which takes place less than 8 weeks following the Last 
Supper. 
 
 

Yad Vashem (Day 3) 

Google-Earth coordinates:  31Ü46ô27òN,  35Ü10ô32òE 
 
Yad Vashem honors the victims and heroes of the Holocaust.  It is also a research 
center and houses the central archives for research into the Holocaust.  Its memorial 
section contains a special Hall of remembrance called in Hebrew, "Phel Yizkor," a 
memorial to the destroyed communities, the Children's Memorial, a permanent 
exhibit presenting the events of the Holocaust, and authentic objects from the 
ghettoes and concentration camps. 
 
The name, Yad Vashem, is taken from Isaiah 56:5, which reads:  "Unto them will I 
give in my house and within my walls a place and a name [Yad = place, vaShem = a 
name] better than that of sons and daughters; I will give them an everlasting name 
that shall not be cut off." 
 
 

http://earth.google.com/
http://earth.google.com/
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Bethlehem (Day 3) 

Google-Earth coordinates:  31º42ô20.00òN,  35Ü12ô21.84òE 
 
The name, Bethlehem, means, "House of Bread." 
To finish Day 3, we will travel about 5 miles south of Jerusalem to Bethlehem, 
conditions permitting.  Bethlehem is the place of our Lord's birth.  In its vicinity are 
situated the shepherds' fields 
where an angel appeared and 
announced the birth of our 
Savior. 
 
It is also the hometown of 
David, where, as a young lad, 
he tended the sheep of his 
father.  At the request of his 
father, David walks from here, 
15 miles directly west, to the 
Valley of Elah, where he fights 
and kills the Philistine giant, 
Goliath (1 Samuel 17). 
 
It was in Bethlehem that Samuel anointed David to be King of Israel (1 Sam. 16:1-
13).  According to the prophet Micah, one day God would raise up a ruler to lead the 
people of Israel from Bethlehem. 
 
The tomb of Rachel, wife of Jacob, the mother of Joseph and Benjamin, and one of 
the four matriarchs of Israel, is located just outside Bethlehem.  Rachel died giving 
birth to Benjamin (Genesis 35:16-20). 
 
The story of Ruth the Moabite and the great-grandmother of King David, unfold in the 
fields around the town. 
 

Bethlehem is located on the 
mountain road which, from 
ancient times, linked the main 
hilltop cities of Samaria, 
Shechem, Bethel, Jerusalem, 
Bethlehem and Hebron on a 
north-south route. 
 
The Church of the Nativity was 
built above the Grotto of the 
Nativity to commemorate the 
place of Jesus' birth.  In the 
eastern side of the grotto is a 
circular recess, containing a 
large silver star which 

 
Bethlehem - Shepherd's Field 

 
Bethlehem - Church of the Nativity 

http://earth.google.com/
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.billsholylandpilgrimagekit.com/Pix/BethlehemShepherd'sField.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.billsholylandpilgrimagekit.com/about.html&usg=__U4W1LdnpG0AZ0iFFKiXz7X5_5VA=&h=1941&w=2956&sz=397&hl=en&start=0&zoom=1&tbnid=ekai4PN7fZJXTM:&tbnh=142&tbnw=185&ei=fo5HTb3EEoqisAP-1aXqAQ&prev=/images?q=bethlehem+shepherds+field&um=1&hl=en&rlz=1W1SKPB_en&biw=1453&bih=894&tbs=isch:1&um=1&itbs=1&iact=hc&vpx=984&vpy=232&dur=6553&hovh=182&hovw=277&tx=135&ty=93&oei=fo5HTb3EEoqisAP-1aXqAQ&esq=1&page=1&ndsp=35&ved=1t:429,r:33,s:0
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ababaka.com/cms/media/kunena/attachments/legacy/images/church_of_nativity_bethlehem.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.ababaka.com/cms/index.php?option=com_kunena&Itemid=40&func=view&catid=21&id=821&lang=en&usg=__rNO9i5FM0DUqtJ2u2l5IC0LI21E=&h=272&w=360&sz=16&hl=en&start=0&zoom=1&tbnid=W5LZJVj92OsDoM:&tbnh=138&tbnw=196&ei=1I9HTY-UNZCosQO0tviSAg&prev=/images?q=bethlehem+church+of+the+nativity&um=1&hl=en&rlz=1W1SKPB_en&biw=1453&bih=894&tbs=isch:1&um=1&itbs=1&iact=hc&vpx=349&vpy=82&dur=13744&hovh=195&hovw=258&tx=113&ty=102&oei=rI9HTbedHYHCsAOwgs3jAQ&esq=4&page=1&ndsp=32&ved=1t:429,r:1,s:0


10 

 

designates the spot, as tradition has it, Jesus was born.  The star has fourteen points 
and is inscribed with a Latin inscription which translates:  Here Jesus Christ was 
born of the virgin Mary. 
 
During the seventh century, when the Persians invaded the Holy Land, they 
destroyed all Christian churches they found except for the Church of the Nativity.  
According to one legend, when the Persians saw the mosaics depicting the wise men 
from the east coming to pay homage to Jesus (Matthew 2:9-11), they were 
astonished by the sight of the Persian sages.  Out of respect for them, they left the 
church intact. 
 
 

Day 4 - Monday, Mar ch 21  

 

 

Western Wall  (Day 4) 

Google-Earth coordinates:  31Ü46ô36.23òN,  35Ü14ô01.64òE 
 
The Western Wall is one of the most significant holy places for the Orthodox Jews.  It 
symbolizes the 
return of the 
people of Israel 
to the Land of 
Promise.  It is 
also the wall that 
was the closest 
to the Holy of 
Holies within the 
Temple. 
 
Once called the 
ñWailing Wall,ò 
the Western Wall 
of the Temple 
Mount is referred 
to in Hebrew as 
the ñKOTELò,  a 
Hebrew word that 
simply means, 
ñWall.ò  Since 
1967, the plaza 
at the Western Wall has been open to all people, as a place of prayer and study.  
The Western Wall is one of the four retaining walls surrounding the Temple Mount.  
When the Romans destroyed the Second Temple, much of the Western Wall 
remained standing. 
 

 
Western Wall Plaza 

http://earth.google.com/
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For the next 1,900 years, even during the most dangerous of times, some Jews 
would risk their lives and property to make their way to the Wall.  Throughout the 
millennia, the Wall remained a place where Jews would come to pour their hearts out 
to God. 
 
Its full length is 488 meters ï 1601 feet.  The Wall can be divided into 4 sections: 
 
1. Southern Wall area ï approximately 80 meters ï 262 feet. 
 
2. The Kotel Plaza ï approximately 70 meters ï 230 feet.  Thatôs where people 
come to pray.  The Google Earth coordinates above are for the Kotel plaza. 
 
3. The Western Wall Tunnel ï 320 meters ï 1,050 feet.  Originally explored by two 
British archaeologists: 
 Å  Charles Wilson in 1864 
 Å  Charles Warren in 1867-1870 
 
4. An aqueduct.  This aqueduct was found near the northern part of the Wall, and 
was used during the time of the Maccabbees ï about 150 BC. 
 
 

Western Wall Tunnels  (Day 4) 

 

Off the side of the Kotel Plaza is the entrance to the tunnels along the Western Wall.  
The current ground level of the Plaza is not at the level it was in the first century.  The 
original ground level is about 30 to 40 feet below.  This is obvious if you are standing 
in the plaza and take a look at Wilson's Arch at the northeast corner of the plaza.  
Only the top 8 or 10 feet of the original passageway is visible. 
 
The tunnels of the Western Wall will take us down to the original street level at many 
places in our tour.  Most all of the tunnels are beneath the Arab Quarter of the old 
city. 

 
As mentioned above, the 
Western Wall is that which 
was closest to the Holy of 
Holies within the Temple.  
While touring the Western 
Wall tunnels, you will most 
likely see a group of Jewish 
ladies praying and reading 
the Torah.  That is place 
along the Western Wall that 
the Jews believe is actually 
the closest to where the Holy 
of Holies was located. 
 

 
Western all Tunnel 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.sacred-destinations.com/israel/images/jerusalem/western-wall-tunnels/western-wall-tunnels3-cc-ramikey.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.sacred-destinations.com/israel/jerusalem-western-wall&usg=__m6HGkXU983K39VEdhhvpQKzkof0=&h=600&w=800&sz=322&hl=en&start=0&zoom=1&tbnid=kkqMHLiQJXGCtM:&tbnh=138&tbnw=193&ei=1JJHTZ7oE4rCsAPw3-G2Ag&prev=/images?q=western+wall+tunnels&um=1&hl=en&rlz=1W1SKPB_en&biw=1453&bih=894&tbs=isch:1&um=1&itbs=1&iact=hc&vpx=133&vpy=81&dur=1482&hovh=194&hovw=259&tx=146&ty=92&oei=k5JHTf_WJYn2swOAj63xAQ&esq=8&page=1&ndsp=36&ved=1t:429,r:0,s:0
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Tunnels have been excavated all along most of the length of the wall, with care taken 
to ensure structural support for the buildings above.  They have allowed 
archaeologists to see what actually existed in the first century.  They have also 
discovered some of the changes that have occurred over the 2000 years since.  One 
thing they have uncovered is the Herodian street that ran the full length of the 
Western Wall and on down beside the City of David 
 
When you go into the tunnel, you will see a number of large rooms and vaults.  Some 
require navigating a number of steps or stair cases as you proceed through the maze 
of tunnels.  Sometimes we found ourselves in long hallways.  Other times found us in 
vaulted ceiling rooms.  At one place our guide mentioned we are standing beside one 
of the entrances into the Temple Mount.  Quite likely at some point in His life, Christ 
probably walked on those stones.  And while that place is part of the tunnels, in the 
first century, it would have been above ground.  This reminded me of the words of the 
Psalmist: "Our feet stood poised at your gates O Jerusalem!" (Psalms 122:2) 
 
 

Southern Wall  (Day 4) 

Google-Earth coordinates:  31Ü46ô34òN,  35Ü14ô11òE 
 
The excavations of the 
Southern side of the 
Temple Mount was 
begun by Benjamin 
Mazar in 1968 and 
were the largest earth-
moving archaeological 
projects in Israel.  Work 
continued until 1978 
but has since resumed 
in the 1990s under the 
direction of Ronny 
Reich.  These excava-
tions are the most 
important for unde-
rstanding the Temple 
Mount because of the 
impossibility of excava-
ting on the mount itself.  
Some of the steps are 
authentic, leading from the City of David into the Temple Mount. 
 
The southern steps are more than 200 feet wide, with alternating short and long 
steps.  Some suggest that this may have been the place where pilgrims sang the 
fifteen Psalms of Ascent (Psalms 120-134) as they went up.  This may have been 
where the city's rabbis and elders met and made decisions. 
 

 
Southwest corner of the Temple Mount - Gray dome is Al Aqsa Mosque 

http://earth.google.com/
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The entrance and exit, now blocked, are called the Huldah Gates.  Inside the gates, 
there were a flight of stairs leading to the Temple court.  There are two sets of gates, 
one a double arch (western) and a triple arch (eastern). The double gate is directly 
beneath where the Al Aqsa Mosque is located above on the Mount.  In the first 
century, behind the triple Huldah Gate, was the King Solomon stables. 
 
Here is a side note.  In the 1970ôs Neil Armstrong, the first man to walk on the moon, 
was visiting the steps near the southern wall. When he realized that Jesus had 
walked here, he said he was more excited to stand here than on the moon 
 
 

Church of the Holy Sepulcher  (Day 4) 

Google-Earth coordinates:  31Ü46ô42.49òN,  35Ü13ô47.03òE 
 
The Church of the Holy Sepulcher, also called the Church of the Resurrection by 
Eastern Orthodox Christians, is within the current walls of the Old City of Jerusalem.  
However, it was outside the walls of the city during the first century.  The importance 
of that is the Jews never buried a person within the city.  It was, however, close to 
one of the city gates. 
 
The church stands on the site that is believed to encompass both  Golgotha and 
Calvary, where Jesus was crucified and where his tomb (sepulcher) was located.  A 

chapel marks the 
spot where pilgrims 
recall that Jesus 
was disrobed (John 
19:23); a nearby 
altar gives pilgrims a 
place to remember 
the horror of where 
He was nailed to the 
cross. An ornate 
shrine stands above 
the rock on which 
many believe Jesus 
was crucified [Matt. 
27:50-51].  The site 
was selected based 
on memories of the 
site as a place of 

execution, and on the existence of a garden, tombs and fragments of wood planks.  
 
After Emperor Constantine's conversion to Christianity, he published the "Edict of 
Toleration" allowing the practice of the Christian faith in the Roman Empire.  He and 
his mother, Helena, erected the first church on this site in the fourth century.  It was 
destroyed by the Muslims in the eleventh century, but was rebuilt in the same 
century. 

 
Church of the Holy Sepulcher 

http://earth.google.com/
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In the center of the complex rests the Holy Sepulcher with a large rotunda above it.  
The building is share by many Christian denominations, including Catholic, Greek 
Orthodox, Armenians, Syrians and Copts.  And the Abyssinians occupy a portion of 
the roof. 
 
 

Roman Cardo  (Day 4) 

Google-Earth coordinates:  31Ü46ô34.20òN,  35Ü13ô50.96òE 
 
As you know, the Temple was completely destroyed by the Romans in A.D. 70.  The 
prophecy of Jesus, in Matthew 24:2, stating that, ñnot one stone shall be left upon 
another,ò was so completely fulfilled that they do not know exactly where the Temple 
stood.  The Roman armies, under the direction of Titus, so completely destroyed all 
remains of anything on the Temple Mount in the 1st century. 
 
Then again, there was the 
Bar Kokhba rebellion that 
occurred A.D. 132 ï 135, 
when over 500,000 Jews 
lost their lives to the 
Romans.  After this the 
Romans wanted to so 
decimate any remnant of 
Jews in Israel, they issued 
a decree that no Jews 
were allowed at all in the 
city of Jerusalem.  In fact, 
the Romans renamed the 
city to Aelia Capitolina, 
and began to rebuild the 
city as a Roman city over 
the ruins of old Jerusalem 
in the second century. 
 
When the Romans built cities, many ï maybe most ï had two main streets through 
them.  The north-south street was called Cardo Maximus.  The main street going 
from west to east was called Decumanus Maximus.  In Jerusalem, this street would 
have started at the Damascus Gate in the northern wall of the city. 
 
The word "Cardo" means heart.  This street was considered to make its way through 
the heart of the city.  We will visit the excavations of the Roman Cardo in the Jewish 
Quarter of Jerusalem.  The ancient Cardo would have been lined by many shops.  
Today you will see many more modern shops, and maybe make some purchases. 
 
After the Six-day War in 1967, they began looking for the Cardo in the Jewish 
section, and they found it some 19 feet (6 meters) below current street levels.  A 

 
Ancient Roman Cardo 

http://earth.google.com/
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portion of it was excavated in the early 1970ôs.  They have uncovered about 200 
yards of the old Cardo, but they know there is much more buried under the buildings 
of the current city. 
 

 

Pool of Bethesda  (Day 4) 

Google-Earth coordinates:  31Ü46ô54.43òN,  35Ü14ô12.04òE 
 
The word, Bethesda, comes from the Aramaic, Beth hesda, and means "house of 
mercy" or "house of grace."   In Hebrew, it is Beth Chesda.   In John 5, we read of 
the occasion where Jesus healed a man who had an infirmity for 38 years.  In verse 
2, we are told that the pool is near the Sheep Gate, just north of the Temple Mount, 
and has five porches. 
 
Until the 19th century, there was no 
evidence outside the Gospel of John 
for the existence of the Pool of 
Bethesda.  Skeptical scholars said that 
the Gospel of John must have been 
written later, probably by someone who 
did not have first-hand knowledge of 
the city of Jerusalem, and that the pool 
had a metaphorical or symbolic, rather 
than actual, significance. Then in the 
nineteenth century, archaeologists 
discovered the remains of a pool 
exactly matching the description in 
John's Gospel. Yet again, archaeology 
confirms that the Bible talks about real 
people and real places. Archaeologist 
have indeed uncovered the five 
porches, one of them separating the 
two compartments of the pool, so there 
is no question that this is the ancient 
Pool of Bethesda. 
 
These pools supplied water to the 
temple during the times of the first and 
second temple (until Herod). There are 
references in the Old Testament to the 
"upper pool", which may have been the name of the northern pool. 
 
Nearby is the Church of St. Anne, which is built to commemorate Anne, the mother of 
the virgin Mary, who is believed to have been born near here. 
 
 

City of David  (Day 4) 

 
Pool of Bethesda 

http://earth.google.com/
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Google-Earth coordinates:   
   31Ü46ô29òN to 31Ü46ô12òN (north to south) 
   35Ü14ô05òE to 35Ü14ô10òE (west to east) 
 
The city of Jerusalem is mentioned in the Bible much earlier than David's era.  It is 
recorded in connection with Melchizedek, King of Salem (a previous name of the 
city), who blessed Abraham, assuring him of victory over his adversaries (Genesis 
14:18-20). 
 
At the time of David, the city was called Jebus, after the Jebusites.  King David left 
Hebron to conquer this small hilltop city and he defeated the Jebusites (2 Samuel 
5:5-9;  1 Chronicles 11:4-8).  David brought to Jerusalem the Ark of the Covenant (2 
Samuel 6) and he established Jerusalem as the capital and worship center of the 
God of Israel.  Later he built an altar on what became the Temple Mount, where his 
son Solomon built the First Temple. 
 
The City of David lies just south of the Temple Mount, and was a hill at the junction of 
the Tyropoeon and Kidron Valleys, down to the Valley of Hinnom to the south.  The 
City of David is quite narrow, only about 100 meters in width, and lies above the 
steep embankment down to the Kidron Valley. 
 
In this area archaeologists have uncovered interesting artifacts from the time of the 
City of David and the Kings of Judah, as well as later periods.  Thick walls and outer 
battlements encircled the city and the residential areas they contained.  Some of the 
fortifications of the walled city have been uncovered. 
 
 

Day 5 - Tuesday, March 22  

 

Model City  (Day 5) 

Google-Earth coordinates:  31Ü46ô23.00òN,  35Ü12ô12.71òE 
 

Artisans have 
constructed a 1:50 
scale model repre-
senting Jerusalem 
during the Second 
Temple period.  It 
includes all the 
walls and fortifi-
cations, the public 
buildings, palaces, 
markets & homes.  
The "jewel in the 
crown" is the 

 
Jerusalem - Model of the city at the time of Jesus (2nd Temple Period) 

http://earth.google.com/
http://earth.google.com/
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bible-architecture.info/Jerusa2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.bible-architecture.info/Jerusalem.htm&usg=__wEJY-N5OO0uCEDTy4PKV_Mor8Pg=&h=429&w=960&sz=58&hl=en&start=0&zoom=1&tbnid=MZ5eNEhK3aD7QM:&tbnh=88&tbnw=198&ei=U5tHTYXjNYumsQPTz5H4AQ&prev=/images?q=jerusalem+model+city&um=1&hl=en&rlz=1W1SKPB_en&biw=1453&bih=894&tbs=isch:1&um=1&itbs=1&iact=hc&vpx=1091&vpy=567&dur=5258&hovh=150&hovw=336&tx=140&ty=46&oei=U5tHTYXjNYumsQPTz5H4AQ&esq=1&page=1&ndsp=30&ved=1t:429,r:23,s:0
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model of the Second Temple, rebuilt by Herod the Great and destroyed by Titus in 
A.D. 70.  The model was constructed as much as possible from the original materials 
used at the time: marble, stone, wood, copper and iron.  The topography is an exact 
copy of Jerusalem curing the time of Christ. 
 
The model, measuring 2,000 square meters (21,520 square feet) was commissioned 
in 1966 by Hans Kroch, the owner of the Holyland Hotel, in memory of his son, 
Yaakov, an IDF soldier who was killed in the Israeli War of Independence in 1948. 
The model was designed by Israeli historian and geographer Michael Avi Yonah 
based on the writings of Flavius Josephus and other historical sources. 
 
The setting of the model allows visitors to walk around the city and in some places 
look down on the city from a higher platform. 
 
 

Garden Tomb  (Day 5) 

Google-Earth coordinates:  31Ü47ô02.00òN,  35Ü13ô48.39òE 
  
The Garden Tomb is located outside the Old City walls, north of the Damascus Gate.  

With the hustle and bustle of 
the city all around, inside the 
Gardens is tranquil and 
peaceful.  Next to the Garden 
is a barren knoll which, 
according to some, fits the 
description of Golgotha.  In 
1885, British General Charles 
Gordon was visiting this place 
and saw what looked to him 
like a knoll in the shape of 
scull.  It was outside the Old 
City, but still close to the city, 
which was a requirement 
according to John 19:20.  It 
also fits John's description: 
"Now there was a garden in the 
place..."  (John 19:41).  It is 

close to Mount Moriah where Abraham offered Isaac.  And nearby, in the garden was 
a tomb carved out of solid rock, and a round stone can be used to block the tomb's 
entrance. 
 
Even if this is not the actual site where Jesus died and rose again, it is an inspiring 
facsimile of the one described in the Bible.   
 
In 1893 the Garden Tomb Association was founded and a year later the Tomb and 
Garden were purchased from their German owners.  It is a beautiful place and we will 
have a time of worship and observing the Lord Supper. 

 
Garden Tomb 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israel_Defense_Forces
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http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Michael_Avi_Yonah&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flavius_Josephus
http://earth.google.com/
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.uncoverage.net/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/Jesus-garden-tomb.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.uncoverage.net/2010/09/muslim-construction-will-destroy-jesus-garden-tomb-wheres-the-outrage/&usg=__dZf92uNL3YgNIUPqZL44gIJNxqg=&h=768&w=1024&sz=166&hl=en&start=0&zoom=1&tbnid=kfF9dZZIuonBRM:&tbnh=130&tbnw=162&ei=K5xHTY7lIMT58Aa14NzGBg&prev=/images?q=garden+tomb&um=1&hl=en&rlz=1W1SKPB_en&biw=1453&bih=894&tbs=isch:1&um=1&itbs=1&iact=hc&vpx=491&vpy=109&dur=3167&hovh=194&hovw=259&tx=125&ty=96&oei=K5xHTY7lIMT58Aa14NzGBg&esq=1&page=1&ndsp=35&ved=1t:429,r:2,s:0
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Herodium  (Day 5) 

Google-Earth coordinates:  31°39'56.43"N,  35°14'26.65"E 
 
The Herodium is located 
south of Jerusalem and 3 to 
4 miles southeast of 
Bethlehem.  It is a conical 
hill constructed over a 
preexisting hill.  It was built 
by King Herod the Great in 
24 B.C. as both a fortress 
and a personal palace.  Its 
construction was layer upon 
layer until it had sufficient 
height (400 feet) to dominate 
the surrounding landscape. 
 
The 2009-2010 excavations 
uncovered near the tomb 
base a small 450-seat 
capacity theater with an elaborately decorated royal theater box.  Hebrew University 
Professor Ehud Netzer reported on May 8, 2007 that he had discovered the tomb of 
Herod, above tunnels and water pools at a flattened site halfway up the hill to 
Herodium.  Professor Netzer died on October 27, 2010, from a fall at Herodium, 
where he had been digging for 38 years.  The findings include coffins of Herodôs 
family, a theater with a VIP room, and two coffins containing the remains of most 
likely Herodôs wife and the wife of Archelaus, Herodôs son. 
 
Professor Ehud Netzer recently wrote a lengthy article which was just published 
posthumously in the January/February 2011 edition of the Biblical Archaeology 
Review, where he goes through the details of this palatial edifice, including not only 
the palace/fortress at the top, but also the monumental stairway, the lower palace, 
terrace, bathhouse, pool complex and the lower Herodium. 
 
 

Day 6 - Wednesday, March 23  

 
 

Caesarea Maritima  (Day 6) 

Google-Earth coordinates:  32Ü29ô54.58òN,  34Ü53ô26.46òE 
 
Today we head to the Mediterranean Sea.  The trip will take us near Tel Aviv, then 
north along the Plains of Sharon.   

 
Herodium - Burial Place of Herod the Great 
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Sometimes it is referred to as Caesarea Maritima to distinguish it from Caesarea 
Philippi, and means Caesarea by the Sea.  Caesarea Maritima was one of the more 

important cities during the time of Christ, in a political sense.  Although the 
Phoenicians had a small port settlement there, called Stratos Tower, it was King 
Herod the Great that put it on the map.  Herod the Great ruled the Land of Israel from 
37 to 4 B.C..  During that time, approximately 10 B.C., he constructed a large port city 
to honor Roman Caesar Augustus.  Once built, this city became the center of Roman 
rule in the Judean area.  It had a harbor as large as that at Athens.  You can only see 
part of it today. 
 
Caesarea boasted a theater that could hold 4,000 people.  Caesarea had a 
hippodrome seating 
38,000.  When I first 
visited Caesarea, most 
of the hippodrome was 
under sand.  They 
have done a great deal 
of archaeological 
digging in these ruins,  
and, among other 
ruins, the hippodrome 
is greatly uncovered, 
and it measures 1,500 
feet in length and 250 
feet wide. 
 
Despite its beauty as a 
Roman City, it lacked 
one essential element 

 
Caesarea Maritima 

 
Aqueduct from Carmel region 


